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Welcome to the second edition of the NU Data Digest! 

The NU Data Digest is produced by Institutional Research and Analytics (Office of the Provost) and provides comprehensive information 

on NU students, faculty, and staff. The Data Digest is the official source for NU statistics; it was endorsed as such by the Academic 

Council in June 2020.

In March 2019, the NU Academic Council approved the Institutional Research (IR) Strategy of the Autonomous Organization of Education 

Nazarbayev University. Among other things, the IR strategy aimed to resolve problems arising from multiple units producing and 

publishing statistics that were often inconsistent and/or redundant. Institutional Research and Analytics was thus expanded and given the 

mandate to serve as “the designated source for official NU statistics”. The Data Digest is meant to be a reference (authoritative) statistics 

report for the NU community.

In consultation with the Office of the Registrar, it was determined that the Data Digest will use the end of the sixth week of Fall semester 

classes as the census date for computing all official NU statistics. Having a census date is crucial for addressing data inconsistencies 

(which typically occur when statistics are produced based on different dates and/or different data definitions). The Data Digest will 

therefore be produced every Fall semester, with fall statistics serving as estimates for the rest of the academic year.

Institutional Research and Analytics recognizes and is grateful for the assistance and support provided by other NU units in the production 

of the Data Digest (particularly in terms of access to raw data), including the Office of the Registrar, the Admissions Department, HR, and 

Career Advising Center. The Data Digest will be expanded and updated every year, to include data that are not captured in earlier editions 

(e.g., alumni data, key student survey data, housing, facilities, research, etc.).

We hope that the Data Digest will be beneficial to you and/or to your unit. Should you have any questions about the data or suggestions 

on additional data that might be included, please contact Institutional Research and Analytics at: ir@nu.edu.kz
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Preamble to the Descriptive Statistics Information! 

Nazarbayev University (NU) aspires to become a recognised world-class research university. 

The University is committed to achieving excellence in research, and to ensuring that its research contributes to the socio-economic

development of Kazakhstan and the wider region. 

Equally, the University continues to build its portfolio of academic programmes at the Undergraduate, Master's and Doctoral levels, and 

strives for excellence in the delivery of these programmes. The integration of teaching and research is an important characteristic of NU's 

academic offer.

NU’s Strategy 2018-2030 sets specific targets aligned with the University’s research excellence intent. An abstract of these targets is 

provided at Table 1.

The statistical data should be considered in the context of an international research university, and in-line with NU's strategic 

targets (a notable example is the student-academic staff ratio considered optimal for a research university).

Table 1. An Abstract from NU’s Strategy 2018-2030 related Targets.

*Based on a 13:1 Student-Academic Staff Ratio.

Issues By 2024/2025 By 2030

Students: numbers

Foundation: 500; Undergraduate:5200

MA/MSc: 1900;     Ph. D.: 450

Total: 8050

Up to 10000

Students: internationalization

Undergrad: 5%

Graduates: 20%

Overall: 9–10%

Undergrad: 10%

Grad: 25%

Overall: 12–15%

Faculty: numbers* 620 770
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Note: Student counts include students who were enrolled in course credits and those on leave of absence.

Total Enrollment from 2015 to 2020
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Fall 2015 Fall 2016 Fall 2017 Fall 2018 Fall 2019 Fall 2020

Student Level Fall 2015 Fall 2016 Fall 2017 Fall 2018 Fall 2019 Fall 2020

Undergraduate 2145 2346 2608 2961 3399 3996

Graduate 553 767 968 1113 1282 1523

Center for Preparatory Studies (CPS) 688 720 766 755 763 725

Total 3386 3833 4342 4829 5444 6244
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Note: Student counts include students who were enrolled in course credits and those on leave of absence.

Student Level Fall 2015 Fall 2016 Fall 2017 Fall 2018 Fall 2019 Fall 2020

Undergraduate 2145 2346 2608 2961 3399 3996

Graduate 553 767 968 1113 1282 1523

Master's students 464 621 800 891 969 1132

PhD Students 69 94 98 127 200 265

Doctor of Medicine students 20 52 70 95 106 101

Residency program 7 25

Center for Preparatory Studies (CPS) 688 720 766 755 763 725

Foundation Year Program (NUFYP) 688 720 708 699 652 612

Zero Year of Master`s program (NUZYP) 58 56 111 113

Total 3386 3833 4342 4829 5444 6244



Student Enrollment by School

* Since Fall 2019 SEng, SHSS, SST have been restructured into 2 new schools: School of Engineering and Digital Sciences (SEDS) and School of Sciences and Humanities (SSH).
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School Fall 2015 Fall 2016 Fall 2017 Fall 2018 Fall 2019 Fall 2020

CPS NUFYP 688 720 708 699 652 612

CPS NUZYP 58 56 111 113

SEng* 778 900 950 1032

SHSS* 631 716 810 894

SST* 939 1045 1157 1351

SEDS 1884 2190

SSH 1910 2224

SMG 21 73 112 185

SoM 20 78 157 197 226 347

GSB 112 123 156 172 181 148

GSE 155 174 209 223 215 223

GSPP 63 77 116 132 153 202

Total 3386 3833 4342 4829 5444 6244
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Student level Fall 2015 Fall 2016 Fall 2017 Fall 2018 Fall 2019 Fall 2020

Undergraduate 2145 2346 2608 2961 3399 3996

Male 1174 1257 1298 1497 1689 1972

Female 971 1089 1310 1464 1710 2024

Percent Female 45.3% 46.4% 50.2% 49.4% 50.3% 50.7%

Graduate 553 767 968 1113 1282 1523

Male 222 308 406 470 581 693

Female 331 459 562 643 701 830

Percent Female 59.9% 59.8% 58.1% 57.8% 54.7% 54.5%

CPS 688 720 766 755 763 725

Male 374 347 424 414 438 393

Female 314 373 342 341 325 332

Percent Female 45.6% 51.8% 44.6% 45.2% 42.6% 45.8%

Total 3386 3833 4342 4829 5444 6244

Male 1770 1912 2128 2381 2708 3058

Female 1616 1921 2214 2448 2736 3186

Percent Female 47.7% 50.1% 51.0% 50.7% 50.3% 51.0%
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Student Enrollment by Citizenship

Countries Most Represented Among NU 

International Students (Fall 2020)

China Russia Pakistan

Nigeria Ghana Kyrgyzstan 11

Fall 2015 Fall 2016 Fall 2017 Fall 2018 Fall 2019 Fall 2020

Kazakhstan 3375 3811 4313 4794 5394 6150

International 11 22 29 35 50 94

Total 3386 3833 4342 4829 5444 6244

% Kazakhstan 99.7% 99.4% 99.3% 99.3% 99.1% 98.5%

% International 0.3% 0.6% 0.7% 0.7% 0.9% 1.5%

Fall 2020 Enrollment by Citizenship
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* The “Other” category includes Kazakhstan minority groups as well as international students.

Ethnicity       Fall 2015 Fall 2016 Fall 2017 Fall 2018 Fall 2019 Fall 2020

Kazakh 3153 3574 4049 4505 5078 5791

Other 233 259 293 324 366 453

Total 3386 3833 4342 4829 5444 6244

% Kazakh 93.1% 93.2% 93.3% 93.3% 93.3% 92.7%

% Other 6.9% 6.8% 6.7% 6.7% 6.7% 7.3%
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Foundation Year Program (NUFYP) Admission

Number of NUFYP Applicants Number of Admitted and Enrolled Students

Fall 2017 Fall 2018 Fall 2019 Fall 2020

2274 3403 3693 3712

716 736 655 612

706 698 650 612

31.5% 21.6% 17.7% 16.5%

98.6% 94.8% 99.2% 100.0%

Applicants

Admitted

Enrolled

% of Applicants who were admitted

% of Admitted students who were enrolled
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Direct/Transfer Admissions to Undergraduate 

Programs

Number of Direct/Transfer Applicants Number of Admitted and Enrolled Students

Fall 2017 Fall 2018 Fall 2019 Fall 2020

388 920 1127 1872

115 268 445 648

113 262 442 648

29.6% 29.1% 39.5% 34.6%

98.3% 97.8% 99.3% 100.0%

% of Applicants who were admitted

% of Admitted students who were enrolled
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New Undergraduate Students Enrolled
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* 2 year Bachelor in Nursing Program for certified nurses, who have at least 2 years of experience

Type admission Fall 2015 Fall 2016 Fall 2017 Fall 2018 Fall 2019 Fall 2020

From NUFYP 500 627 662 666 626 576

Unconditional 260 295 593 640 539 531

Conditional 240 332 69 26 87 45

Direct admission 84 76 113 262 442 648

Nursing program* 28 17 22

Total UG admission 584 703 803 928 1085 1246

Number of New Undergraduate Students
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Undergraduate Admission by Type of High School
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Headcount Percent Headcount Percent Headcount Percent Headcount Percent Headcount Percent Headcount Percent

Bilim Innovation Lyceum (KTL) 177 30.3% 138 19.6% 165 20.5% 270 29.1% 178 16.4% 181 14.5%

Boarding School 35 6.0% 14 2.0% 13 1.6% 25 2.7% 16 1.5% 35 2.8%

Gymnasium 47 8.0% 36 5.1% 42 5.2% 65 7.0% 48 4.4% 68 5.5%

Lyceum 55 9.4% 80 11.4% 67 8.3% 103 11.1% 72 6.6% 90 7.2%

Nazarbayev Intellectual School 163 27.9% 298 42.4% 382 47.6% 306 33.0% 598 55.1% 674 54.1%

Republican Physics and Mathematics School 53 9.1% 82 11.7% 49 6.1% 78 8.4% 64 5.9% 72 4.7%

Secondary school 42 7.2% 31 4.4% 30 3.7% 53 5.7% 58 5.3% 67 5.8%

Other 12 2.1% 24 3.4% 55 6.8% 28 3.0% 51 4.7% 59 5.4%

Total 584 100.0% 703 100.0% 803 100.0% 928 100.0% 1085 100.0% 1246 100.0%

Fall 2019 Fall 2020
School type

Fall 2015 Fall 2016 Fall 2017 Fall 2018

54.1%
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Fall 2020 Undergraduate Admission by High Schools



Undergraduate Enrollment by School
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* Since Fall 2019 SEng, SHSS, SST have been restructured into 2 new schools: School of Engineering and Digital Sciences (SEDS) and School of Sciences and Humanities (SSH).

Fall 2015 Fall 2016 Fall 2017 Fall 2018 Fall 2019 Fall 2020

SEng* Headcount 671 715 745 804

Percent 31.3% 30.5% 28.6% 27.2%

SHSS* Headcount 578 644 747 835

Percent 27.0% 27.5% 28.6% 28.2%

SST* Headcount 896 987 1088 1257

Percent 41.8% 42.1% 41.7% 42.5%

SEDS Headcount 1515 1739

Percent 44.6% 43.5%

SSH Headcount 1787 2044

Percent 52.6% 51.2%

SMG Headcount 37 67 116

Percent 1.3% 2.0% 2.9%

SoM Headcount 28 28 30 97

Percent 1.1% 1.0% 0.9% 2.4%

Total Headcount 2145 2346 2608 2961 3399 3996

Percent 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%

School



Undergraduate Enrollment by Major

18

Major Fall 2015 Fall 2016 Fall 2017 Fall 2018 Fall 2019 Fall 2020

Anthropology 7 5 9 6 6 8

Applied Nursing 28 28 17 17

Biological Sciences 293 290 323 333 388 346

Chemical and Materials Engineering 131 89 116 131 148 152

Chemistry 111 87 87 83 79 74

Civil and Environmental Engineering 166 129 216 251 286 295

Computer Science 160 219 279 429 492 664

Economics 210 212 243 301 317 343

Electrical and Computer Engineering 248 183 239 254 285 292

Geology 6 12

History 7 5 <5 <5 <5 6

Mathematics 179 223 229 239 267 293

Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering 96 97 157 166 185 214

Medical Sciences 31

Mining Engineering 14 19
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Undergraduate Enrollment by Major, continued

Major Fall 2015 Fall 2016 Fall 2017 Fall 2018 Fall 2019 Fall 2020

Nursing 13 49

Petroleum Engineering 10 26

Physics 34 49 50 57 64 63

Political Science and International Relations 137 157 178 170 210 259

Robotics and Mechatronics 113 116 113 112 116 112

Sociology 21 24 28 35 50 63

World Languages, Literature and Culture 18 37 48 62 87 115

Undeclared 214 424 262 302 357 543

Total 2145 2346 2608 2961 3399 3996



Undergraduate Enrollment by Year of Study
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Year of study Fall 2015 Fall 2016 Fall 2017 Fall 2018 Fall 2019 Fall 2020

1st 584 705 808 932 1093 1249

2nd 565 579 687 795 901 1085

3rd 517 554 574 671 745 893

4th 463 492 532 553 650 732

5th 16 16 7 10 10 37

Total 2145 2346 2608 2961 3399 3996
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Average Age of Undergraduate Students
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Year of Study Fall 2015 Fall 2016 Fall 2017 Fall 2018 Fall 2019 Fall 2020

1st 18.5 18.5 19.1 18.4 18.7 18.6

2nd 19.4 19.6 19.3 20.1 19.4 19.7

3rd 20.5 20.4 20.4 20.5 20.3 20.5

4th 21.6 21.5 21.4 21.4 21.3 21.4

5th 22.6 22.5 22.4 22.7 22.9 22.6

Average Age 19.9 19.9 19.9 19.9 19.7 19.9
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Undergraduate Enrollment by Region
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Region
Fall 2015 Fall 2016 Fall 2017 Fall 2018 Fall 2019 Fall 2020

Headcount Percent Headcount Percent Headcount Percent Headcount Percent Headcount Percent Headcount Percent

Akmola/ Nur-Sultan 461 21.5% 480 20.5% 565 21.7% 667 22.5% 743 21.9% 955 23.9%

Almaty Region/City 427 19.9% 480 20.5% 520 19.9% 614 20.7% 710 20.9% 789 19.7%

Turkistan/Shymkent 139 6.5% 189 8.1% 237 9.1% 279 9.4% 343 10.1% 408 10.2%

East Kazakhstan 288 13.4% 306 13.0% 316 12.1% 265 8.9% 273 8.0% 292 7.3%

Karagandy 202 9.4% 218 9.3% 222 8.5% 251 8.5% 277 8.1% 256 6.4%

Zhambyl 116 5.4% 116 4.9% 133 5.1% 150 5.1% 184 5.4% 217 5.4%

Aktobe 91 4.2% 111 4.7% 125 4.8% 146 4.9% 188 5.5% 199 5.0%

West Kazakhstan 99 4.6% 107 4.6% 121 4.6% 121 4.1% 107 3.1% 123 3.1%

Pavlodar 87 4.1% 87 3.7% 99 3.8% 111 3.7% 121 3.6% 168 4.2%

Atyrau 41 1.9% 48 2.0% 59 2.3% 86 2.9% 115 3.4% 134 3.4%

Kyzylorda 69 3.2% 70 3.0% 71 2.7% 74 2.5% 93 2.7% 128 3.2%

Kostanay 49 2.3% 47 2.0% 51 2.0% 68 2.3% 100 2.9% 139 3.5%

Mangystau 34 1.6% 44 1.9% 42 1.6% 61 2.1% 66 1.9% 86 2.2%

North Kazakhstan 39 1.8% 40 1.7% 42 1.6% 63 2.1% 74 2.2% 89 2.2%

Foreign (non-Kazakh) region* 3 0.1% 3 0.1% 5 0.2% 5 0.2% 5 0.1% 13 0.3%

Total 2145 100.0% 2346 100.0% 2608 100.0% 2961 100.0% 3399 100.0% 3996 100.0%

* Students whose region was identified as being located in a foreign country (these numbers may not match numbers for non-Kazakh citizens).
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Level Fall 2015 Fall 2016 Fall 2017 Fall 2018 Fall 2019 Fall 2020

Master's Students 280 372 421 455 501 616

New Students Enrolled 280 372 421 405 453 527

Progressed from NUZYP 50 48 89

PhD students 24 28 23 39 85 84

New Students Enrolled 24 28 23 39 85 84

Progressed from NUZYP

Doctor of Medicine Program Students 20 32 19 27 27 23

New Students Enrolled 20 32 19 27 27 23

Progressed from NUZYP

Resindency Program 7 18

New Students Enrolled 7 18

Progressed from NUZYP

Overall 324 432 463 521 620 741

New Students Enrolled 324 432 463 471 572 652

Progressed from NUZYP 50 48 89

New Graduate Students Enrolled



Graduate Enrollment by School
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* Since Fall 2019 SEng, SHSS, SST have been restructured into 2 new schools: School of Engineering and Digital Sciences (SEDS) and School of Sciences and Humanities (SSH)

Headcount Percent Headcount Percent Headcount Percent Headcount Percent Headcount Percent Headcount Percent

GSB 112 20.6% 123 16.2% 156 16.1% 172 15.5% 181 14.1% 148 9.7%

GSE 155 27.6% 174 22.6% 209 21.6% 223 20.0% 215 16.8% 223 14.6%

GSPP 63 11.5% 77 10.1% 116 12.0% 132 11.9% 153 11.9% 202 13.3%

SENG* 107 19.3% 185 23.9% 205 21.2% 228 20.5%

SHSS* 53 9.4% 72 9.4% 63 6.5% 59 5.3%

SST* 43 8.0% 58 7.4% 69 7.1% 94 8.4%

SEDS 369 28.8% 451 29.6%

SSH 123 9.6% 180 11.8%

SoM 20 3.7% 78 10.4% 129 13.3% 169 15.2% 196 15.3% 250 16.4%

SMG 21 2.2% 36 3.2% 45 3.5% 69 4.5%

Total 553 100.0% 767 100.0% 968 100.0% 1113 100.0% 1282 100.0% 1523 100.0%

Fall 2019 Fall 2020
School

Fall 2015 Fall 2016 Fall 2017 Fall 2018



Master’s Student Enrollment by Major
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Major Fall 2015 Fall 2016 Fall 2017 Fall 2018 Fall 2019 Fall 2020

Applied Mathematics 12 25 25 26

Biological Sciences 15 15 13 11 12 26

Biomedical Engineering <5 15

Business Administration 112 123 122 117 135 110

Chemical and Materials Engineering 11 16 21 27 30

Chemistry 6 12

Civil and Environmental Engineering 19 31 22 27 40

Computer Science 13 18 20 31 37 34

Data Science 24 50

Economics 14 31 26 17 17 19

Educational Leadership 93 92 129 145 133 125

Electrical and Computer Engineering 14 34 34 37 42 50

Engineering Management 43 50 53 56 51 70

Eurasian Studies 15 18 17 20 25 30

Finance 34 55 46 38
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Master’s Student Enrollment by Major, continued

Major Fall 2015 Fall 2016 Fall 2017 Fall 2018 Fall 2019 Fall 2020

Mechanical Aerospace Engineering 8 13 19 23 22 29

Mining Engineering 21 25 15 23

Molecular Medicine 10 21 24 31

Multilingual Education 35 46 44 40 37 44

Petroleum Engineering 11 30 32

Pharmacology and Toxicology 10

Physics 8 14 12 11 12 18

Political Science and International Relations 24 23 20 22 21 18

Public Administration 30 42 63 65 75 99

Public Health 26 49 53 59 68

Public Policy 33 35 43 47 49 61

Robotics 7 11 12 16 15 17

Sports Medicine and Rehabilitation 7

Total 464 621 800 891 966 1,132
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Doctor of Medicine & Residency Program 

Student Enrollment

Major Fall 2015 Fall 2016 Fall 2017 Fall 2018 Fall 2019 Fall 2020

Doctor of Medicine 20 52 70 95 106 101

Residency program 7 25

General Surgery 2 6

Internal Medicine 2 6

Obstetrics and Gynecology 4

Pediatrics 3 9

Total 20 52 70 95 113 126



PhD Student Enrollment by School
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Fall 2020 PhD Student Enrollment by School

* Since Fall 2019 SEng, SHSS, SST have been restructured into 2 new schools: School of Engineering and Digital Sciences (SEDS) and School of Sciences and Humanities (SSH).

School Fall 2015 Fall 2016 Fall 2017 Fall 2018 Fall 2019 Fall 2020

GSE 27 36 36 38 45 54

SEng* 42 58 52 69

GSPP 10 20 29 42

SEDS 121 116

SSH 5 31

SoM 8

SMG 14

Total 69 94 98 127 200 265

PhD Student Enrollment
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PhD Student Enrollment by Major
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Major Fall 2015 Fall 2016 Fall 2017 Fall 2018 Fall 2019 Fall 2020

Biomedical Sciences 8

Chemical Engineering 8

Civil Engineering 11

Computer Science 7

Education 27 36 36 38 45 54

Electrical Engineering 6

Eurasian Studies 5 9

Life Sciences 11

Mathematics 6

Mechanical Engineering 10

Mining Engineering 7

Petroleum Engineering 7

Physics 5

Public Policy 10 20 29 42

Robotics Engineering 13Science, Engineering and 

Technology 42 58 52 69 121 61

Total 69 94 98 127 200 265



Graduate Student Enrollment by Region
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Region
Fall 2015 Fall 2016 Fall 2017 Fall 2018 Fall 2019 Fall 2020

Headcount Percent Headcount Percent Headcount Percent Headcount Percent Headcount Percent Headcount Percent

Akmola/ Nur-Sultan 304 55.0% 369 48.1% 419 43.3% 475 42.7% 543 42.4% 682 44.8%

Almaty Region/City 71 12.8% 126 16.4% 163 16.8% 190 17.1% 219 17.2% 223 14.6%

East Kazakhstan 19 3.4% 32 4.2% 63 6.5% 90 8.1% 93 7.3% 78 5.1%

Karagandy 38 6.9% 54 7.0% 69 7.1% 62 5.6% 64 4.9% 80 5.3%

Turkistan/Shymkent 24 4.3% 39 5.1% 48 5.0% 57 5.1% 67 5.3% 95 6.2%

Zhambyl 11 2.0% 27 3.5% 40 4.1% 47 4.2% 46 3.5% 47 3.1%

Pavlodar 23 4.2% 27 3.5% 31 3.2% 35 3.1% 38 2.9% 37 2.4%

Kyzylorda 9 1.6% 12 1.6% 17 1.8% 28 2.5% 31 2.4% 34 2.2%

Kostanay 10 1.8% 14 1.8% 17 1.8% 22 2.0% 28 2.2% 24 1.6%

Aktobe 18 3.3% 16 2.1% 20 2.1% 21 1.9% 20 1.6% 40 2.6%

Atyrau <5 0.4% 10 1.3% 19 2.0% 21 1.9% 25 2.0% 20 1.3%

Mangystau 5 0.9% 6 0.8% 14 1.4% 16 1.4% 16 1.3% 21 1.4%

West Kazakhstan 14 2.5% 16 2.1% 12 1.2% 11 1.0% 28 2.2% 56 3.7%

North Kazakhstan <5 0.5% 9 1.2% 9 0.9% 8 0.7% 11 0.9% 18 1.2%

Foreign (non-Kazakh) region <5 0.4% 10 1.3% 15 1.5% 18 1.6% 29 2.3% 68 4.5%

Unreported region 12 1.2% 12 1.1% 24 1.9%

Total 553 100.0% 767 100.0% 968 100.0% 1113 100.0% 1282 100.0% 1523 100.0%

* Students whose region was identified as being located in a foreign country (these numbers may not match numbers for non-Kazakh citizens).
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Fall 2020 Graduate Enrollment by Region
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Graduation & Retention Rates of Undergraduate 

Students by Cohort 
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Trend in 1st-Year Retention Rate Graduation Rate Within 4 and 5 Years

Semester of Entrance
Cohort Head 

Count

Retention Rate After
Cumulative Graduation Rate/ Retention Rates

Within 4 years Within 5 years

1 year 2 years 3 years Graduated Retained Graduated Retained

Fall 2011 469 97.0% 93.8% 89.5% 81.0% 6.6% 85.9% 1.5%

Fall 2012 500 97.6% 95.0% 92.2% 85.8% 4.2% 89.6% 0.4%

Fall 2013 532 97.7% 97.2% 93.2% 88.5% 3.2% 90.6% 1.1%

Fall 2014 576 97.6% 95.8% 93.4% 87.3% 4.3% 90.6% 0.7%

Fall 2015 584 97.9% 96.2% 94.2% 88.7% 4.1% 92.0% 0.9%

Fall 2016 703 97.7% 95.3% 92.7% 84.9% 7.4%

Fall 2017 803 97.9% 95.4% 95.0%

Fall 2018 928 96.4% 95.3%

Fall 2019 1085 98.8%

Overall 6180 97.6% 94.9% 93.1% 86.3% 5.1% 89.7% 0.9%
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Graduation & Retention Rates of Master’s

Students by Cohort 
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Trend in 1st-Year Retention Rate Graduation Rate Within 2 Years and 3 Years

Semester of Entrance
Cohort Head 

Count
Retention rate after   

1 year

Cumulative Graduaion/ Retention Rates

Within 2 years Within 3 years

Graduated Retained Graduated

Fall 2013 115 96.5% 89.6% 3.5% 92.2%

Fall 2014 238 92.0% 86.6% 5.9% 90.8%

Fall 2015 280 92.5% 79.6% 12.8% 88.6%

Fall 2016 372 93.0% 80.9% 8.3% 87.4%

Fall 2017 421 95.0% 87.4% 5.9% 91.2%

Fall 2018 455 96.0% 86.4% 8.4%

Fall 2019 501 94.8%

Overall 2380 94.4% 84.8% 7.9% 89.9%
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Graduation & Retention Rates of Doctor of Medicine 

Students by Cohort 
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Semester of Entrance
Cohort Head 

Count

Retention Rate After
Cumulative Graduation Rate/ Retention Rates

Within 4 years Within 5 years

1 year 2 years 3 years Graduated Retained Graduated Retained

Fall 2015 20 100.0% 95.0% 90.0% 70.0% 15.0% 75.0% 10.0%

Fall 2016 32 100.0% 96.9% 96.9% 84.4% 12.5%

Fall 2017 19 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

Fall 2018 27 96.3% 96.3%

Fall 2019 27 100.0%

Overall 125 99.2% 96.9% 95.8% 78.8% 13.5% 75.0% 10.0%

Trend in 1st-Year Retention Rate



Graduation & Retention Rates of GSE PhD 

Students by Cohort
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Trend in 1st-Year Retention Rate Graduation Rate Within 4 Years and 5 Years

Semester of 
Entrance

Cohort Head 
Count

Retention Rate After
Cumulative Graduation Rate/ Retention Rates

Within 4 years Within 5 years Within 6 years

1 year 2 years 3 years Graduated Retained Graduated Retained Graduated Retained

Fall 2013 12 100.0% 91.7% 91.7% 75.0% 16.7% 75.0% 16.7% 75.0% 16.7%

Fall 2014 11 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 45.5% 54.5% 54.5% 45.5% 54.5% 45.5%

Fall 2015 5 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 0.0% 100.0% 0.0% 100.0%

Fall 2016 9 100.0% 100.0% 88.9% 0.0% 88.9%

Fall 2017 9 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

Fall 2018 7 85.7% 85.7%

Fall 2019 10 90.0%

Overall 63 96.8% 96.2% 95.6% 37.8% 56.7% 53.6% 42.9% 65.2% 30.4%
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Graduation & Retention Rates of SEDS PhD 

Students by Cohort
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Trend in 1st-Year Retention Rate Graduation Rate Within 4 years and 5 Years

1 year 2 years 3 years Graduated Retained Graduated Retained Graduated Retained

Fall 2014 26 84.6% 76.9% 65.4% 3.8% 61.5% 11.5% 53.8% 30.8% 30.8%

Fall 2015 20 95.0% 80.0% 75.0% 15.0% 60.0% 30.0% 40.0%

Fall 2016 19 78.9% 68.4% 68.4% 5.3% 42.1%

Fall 2017 4 75.0% 50.0% 50.0%

Fall 2018 22 90.9% 86.4%

Fall 2019 44 88.6%

Overall 135 87.4% 76.9% 68.1% 7.7% 55.4% 19.6% 47.8% 30.8% 30.8%
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Number of Degrees Conferred
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2014-2015 2015-2016 2016-2017 2017-2018 2018-2019 2019-2020

Bachelor's 380 450 494 514 568 617

Master's 142 185 217 324 392 414

Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) 9 6 6 9

Doctor of Medicine (MD) 14 28

Total 522 635 720 844 980 1068

% Bachelor's 72.8% 70.9% 68.6% 60.9% 58.0% 57.8%

% Master's 27.2% 29.1% 30.1% 38.4% 40.0% 38.8%

% Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) 1.3% 0.7% 0.6% 0.8%

% Doctor of Medicine (MD) 1.4% 2.6%



Bachelor’s Degrees Conferred by Major
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Major 2014-2015 2015-2016 2016-2017 2017-2018 2018-2019 2019-2020

Anthropology <5 <5 <5 <5 <5

Applied Nursing 28

Biological Sciences 46 65 53 64 66 69

Chemical Engineering 44 34 47 25 14 24

Chemistry 9 17 18 18 17 12

Civil Engineering 32 22 39 33 55 59

Computer Science 28 26 31 43 50 70

Economics 99 76 56 73 82 95

Electrical and Electronic Engineering 17 68 64 63 51 59

History <5 <5 <5 <5

Mathematics 17 35 54 49 66 60

Mechanical Engineering 25 18 23 36 36 36

Physics 6 13 7 9 11

Political Science and International Relations 31 48 46 57 46 62

Robotics and Mechatronics 21 22 31 21 27 27

Sociology <5 12 8 8 6 14

World Languages, Literature and Culture <5 <5 7 15 14 15

Total 380 450 494 514 568 617



Master’s Degrees Conferred by Major
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Major 2014-2015 2015-2016 2016-2017 2017-2018 2018-2019 2019-2020
Applied Mathematics 11 13
Biological Sciences 8 7 8 6 <5
Business Administration 29 31 34 28 33
Chemical and Materials Engineering 8 7 11
Civil and Environmental Engineering 13 11 7
Computer Science 8 5 8 16
Economics 10 17 <5 9
Educational Leadership 106 56 29 46 65 62
Electrical and Computer Engineering 11 17 12 21
Engineering Management 22 21 21 29 26
Eurasian Studies 5 7 6 7 8
Executive Master of Business Administration 17 23 23 30 24 25
Finance 30 23
Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering 7 <5 12 10
Mining Engineering 20 <5
Molecular Medicine 8 9
Multilingual Education 15 18 25 19 21
Physics 6 6 5 <5
Petroleum Engineering 11
Political Science and International Relations 9 9 8 6 8
Public Administration 10 27 27 31
Public Health 25 23 29
Public Policy 19 18 13 21 22 25
Robotics 7 <5 8 8

Total 142 185 217 324 392 414
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MD & PhD Degrees Conferred by Major

2016-2017 2017-2018 2018-2019 2019-2020

Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) 9 6 6 9

Education 9 5 1 0

Science, Engineering and Technology 1 5 9

Doctor of Medicine (MD) 14 28

Medicine 14 28

Total 9 6 20 37
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Composite Indicators
Number of Respondents 

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Positive perception of NU 66.4 69.1 69.0 73.2 76.9 330 398 425 552 670

Program satisfaction 64.9 65.2 66.1 69.2 72.0 325 391 417 543 650

Development of skills and 

competencies 64.2 67.0 66.1 66.5 64.5 317 372 397 535 609

Self-confidence 66.4 67.4 65.5 62.5 65.2 280 309 364 440 529

Satisfaction with campus resources and 

services 68.3 66.7 67.6 69.5 71.3 259 293 340 426 526

Frequency of engagement in academic 

behaviors 40.3 42.6 39.7 43.5 45.0 304 344 383 466 557

First-Year Undergraduate Experience Survey

Average score on composite indicators of student perception and experiences (scale 0-100):

*Note: Each composite indicator was computed based on responses to multiple survey questions, using Factor Analysis and Reliability Analysis)
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Undergraduate Exit Survey (Graduating Students)

Composite Indicators
Number of Respondents

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Positive perception of NU 72.6 72.8 71.9 74.6 78.1 337 312 412 385 510

Program satisfaction 64.4 64.3 63.9 66.9 69.6 335 313 409 375 504

Development of skills and 

competencies 72.9 72.5 71.5 73.2 71.2 333 313 408 368 479

Self-confidence 70.6 68.6 67.8 68.4 68.5 309 274 378 322 438

Satisfaction with campus resources and 

services 67.7 66.3 70.2 72.2 74.6 301 265 373 312 430

Frequency of engagement in academic 

behaviors 45.9 46.3 45.2 47.3 50.6 314 284 387 330 454

Average score on composite indicators of student perception and experiences (scale 0-100):

*Note: Each composite indicator was computed based on responses to multiple survey questions, using Factor Analysis and Reliability Analysis)
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Composite Indicators of Student Perception 

and Experiences (1st year vs. Graduating Students)
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Headcount of Faculty and Staff
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Fall 2020 Faculty and Staff

Fall 2015 Fall 2016 Fall 2017 Fall 2018 Fall 2019 Fall 2020

Administrative and Professional 243 254 271 386 420 622

Faculty 356 394 413 450 492 500

Research & Teaching Assistants, Postdocs 65 45 61 114 165 139

Grand Total 664 693 745 950 1077 1261

Headcount of Faculty & Staff
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Note: Employees of Private Entities and faculty/staff on long-term leave of absence were excluded from these counts



Headcount of Faculty and Staff by Gender
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Fall 2015 Fall 2016 Fall 2017 Fall 2018 Fall 2019 Fall 2020

Administrative and Professional 243 254 271 386 420 622

Male 67 75 82 134 137 251

Female 176 179 189 252 283 371

Percent Female 72.4% 70.5% 69.7% 65.3% 67.4% 59.6%

Faculty 356 394 412 449 492 500

Male 248 270 282 294 325 324

Female 108 124 130 155 167 176

Percent Female 30.3% 31.5% 31.6% 34.5% 33.9% 35.2%

Research & Teaching Assistants, Postdocs 65 45 61 114 165 139

Male 27 10 20 45 79 54

Female 38 35 41 69 86 85

Percent Female 58.5% 77.8% 67.2% 60.5% 52.1% 61.2%

Grand Total 664 693 745 950 1077 1261

Male 342 355 384 473 541 629

Female 322 338 361 477 536 632

Percent Female 48.5% 48.8% 48.5% 50.2% 49.8% 50.1%



Faculty Headcount by Rank and Gender

* The other category includes department heads, deans and program directors (information about their academic ranks was not available)
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Fall 2020 Faculty by Gender

Fall 2020 Faculty by Rank

Rank Fall 2015 Fall 2016 Fall 2017 Fall 2018 Fall 2019 Fall 2020

Instructor 39 44 48 64 79 91

Female 30 33 38 47 55 59

Male 9 11 10 17 24 32

Percent Female 76.9% 75.0% 79.2% 73.4% 69.6% 64.8%

Asisstant Professor 152 152 164 164 174 173

Female 42 46 51 52 50 53

Male 110 106 113 112 124 120

Percent Female 27.6% 30.3% 31.1% 31.7% 28.7% 30.6%

Associate Professor 52 67 72 85 98 111

Female 9 14 12 17 16 20

Male 43 53 60 68 82 91

Percent Female 17.3% 20.9% 16.7% 20.0% 16.3% 18.0%

Professor 25 38 38 47 41 42

Female <5 5 <5 6 8 8

Male 22 33 35 41 33 34

Percent Female 12.0% 13.2% 7.9% 12.8% 19.5% 19.0%

Teaching fellow 74 82 77 82 83 77

Female 21 24 23 31 36 33

Male 53 58 54 51 47 44

Percent Female 28.4% 29.3% 29.9% 37.8% 43.4% 42.9%

Other* 14 11 13 7 17 6

Female <5 <5 <5 <5 <5 <5

Male 11 9 10 5 15 <5

Percent Female 21.4% 18.2% 23.1% 28.6% 11.8% 50.0%

Total 356 394 412 449 492 500

Female 108 124 130 155 167 176

Male 248 270 282 294 325 324

Percent Female 30.3% 31.5% 31.6% 34.5% 33.9% 35.2%
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Faculty Headcount by School and Gender

51

* Since Fall 2019 SEng, SHSS, SST have been restructured into 2 new schools: School of Engineering and Digital Sciences (SEDS) and School of Sciences and Humanities (SSH)

School Fall 2015 Fall 2016 Fall 2017 Fall 2018 Fall 2019 Fall 2020

CPS       Total 75 89 85 85 86 80

% Female 29.3% 28.1% 28.2% 36.5% 41.9% 42.5%

SEng*     Total 51 53 57 60

% Female 7.80% 5.70% 5.30% 6.70%

SST*       Total 84 74 75 87

% Female 19.0% 18.9% 22.7% 24.1%

SHSS     Total 85 100 97 108

% Female 50.60% 50% 51.50% 49.10%

SEDS     Total 99 95

% Female 10.1% 12.6%

SSH       Total 187 190

% Female 41.70% 41.58%

SoM      Total 21 33 38 42 50 51

% Female 42.9% 45.5% 44.7% 50.0% 48.0% 49.0%

SMG      Total <5 7 10 13 17

% Female 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 11.8%

GSB      Total 10 14 17 18 15 18

% Female 0.0% 14.3% 17.6% 16.7% 13.3% 22.2%

GSE      Total 23 22 25 26 30 36

% Female 56.5% 63.6% 53.8% 73.1% 46.7% 50.0%

GSPP     Total 7 8 11 13 12 13

% Female 14.3% 12.5% 22.2% 23.1% 25.0% 15.4%

Total 356 394 412 449 492 500

% Female 30.3% 31.5% 31.6% 34.5% 33.9% 35.2%
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Headcount of Faculty and Staff by Citizenship

Fall 2015 Fall 2016 Fall 2017 Fall 2018 Fall 2019 Fall 2020

Administrative and Professional 243 254 271 386 420 622

Kazakhstan 229 244 260 367 396 591

International 14 10 11 19 24 31

% International 5.8% 3.9% 4.1% 4.9% 5.7% 5.0%

Faculty 356 394 413 450 492 500

Kazakhstan 70 83 85 98 105 116

International 286 311 328 352 387 384

% International 80.3% 78.9% 79.4% 78.2% 78.7% 76.8%

Research & Teaching Assistants, Postdocs 65 45 61 114 165 139

Kazakhstan 56 43 59 107 153 130

International 9 2 2 7 12 9

% International 13.8% 4.4% 3.3% 6.1% 7.3% 6.5%

Grand Total 664 693 745 950 1077 1261

Kazakhstan 355 370 404 572 654 837

International 309 323 341 378 423 424

% International 46.5% 46.6% 45.8% 39.8% 39.3% 33.6%
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Countries Most Represented Among NU 

International Faculty (Fall 2020)

Faculty Headcount by Citizenship

Russia South Korea Turkey

CanadaUnited States 

(USA)
United Kingdom

Fall 20120 Faculty by Citizenship

Fall 2015 Fall 2016 Fall 2017 Fall 2018 Fall 2019 Fall 2020

Kazakhstan 70 83 85 98 105 116

International 286 311 328 352 387 384

Total 356 394 413 450 492 500

% Kazakhstan 19.7% 21.1% 20.6% 21.8% 21.3% 23.2%

% International 80.3% 78.9% 79.4% 78.2% 78.7% 76.8%



Definitions and Notes
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List of abbreviations: 

• SEDS - School of Engineering and Digital Sciences 

• SSH - School of Sciences and Humanities 

• SMG - School of Mining and Geosciences 

• SoM - School of Medicine 

• GSPP - Graduate School of Public Policy 

• GSE - Graduate School of Education 

• GSB - Graduate School of Business 

• CPS - Center for Preparatory Studies 

• NUZYP - Nazarbayev University Zero Year Program

• NUFYP - Nazarbayev University Foundation Year

• Program MD - Doctor of Medicine

• SENG - School of Engineering 

• SST - School of Science and Technology 

• SHSS - School of Humanities and Social Sciences

● In Fall 2019 the School of Engineering (SENG), the 

School of Science and Technology (SST), and the 

School of Humanities and Social Sciences (SHSS) 

were restructured into two new schools -– the School 

of Engineering and Digital Sciences (SEDS) and the 

School of Sciences and Humanities (SSH).

● Student counts include students who were enrolled in 

course credits and those on leave of absence

● Employees of Private Entities (NURIS, NU USM) were 

not included in the faculty and staff counts. 

● As of August 3rd, 2020, “NULITS” PE is no longer a 

provider of services for either Information Technology 

or Library Services. Information Services (IS) is a new 

IT department within Nazarbayev University, and the 

NU Library has been transferred to the Office of the 

Provost. 

● Faculty and staff counts exclude individuals on leave 

(academic – long term, maternity, child care).


