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Office of the Provost, Nazarbayev University

Is there a difference in first-year students’ experiences/perceptions

before and after the implementation of the core curriculum?

Since 2016, NU has administered a First-Year Experience Survey to examine
students’ experiences/perceptions in the first year of undergraduate study.
Four first-year undergraduate cohorts have participated in this survey: three
cohorts before and one after the implementation of the core curriculum
(average response rate=58%). We use data on 1,719 first-year students
who completed the survey to examine similarities and differences in student
experiences/perceptions before (N=1,167) and after (N=552) the
implementation of the core curriculum.

We computed 11 composite indicators of students’ experiences/perceptions
based on analyses of responses to over 100 survey items. Figure | suggests
that core and non-core curriculum students had similar levels of
experiences/perceptions on seven indicators and slightly different
levels on four indicators. Core curriculum students scored slightly higher
(by 20%-30% of a standard deviation) on perception of NU, program
satisfaction, and frequency of academic behaviors compared to previous
cohorts. They scored slightly lower on self-concept (i.e., perception of own
competence relative to peers).

Figure I. Indicators of first-year students' experiences and perceptions: Average composite scores (scale: 0-100)
Core curriculum students perceived NU slighlty more positively; were slightly more satisfied with their program; engaged in academic behaviors
slightly more frequently; but had slightly lower levels of self-concept compared to previous (non-core curriculum) cohors combined.
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Figure Il shows average scores, over time, for the four indicators that
yielded statistically significant differences.
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Figure Il. Average composite scores over time (select indicators)
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3. Frequency of academic behaviors 4. Self-concept
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Trends in Figure Il suggest that the average composite score in spring (SP)
2019 (core-curriculum cohort) differed slightly from the average score for
each preceding cohort. SP 2019 compared to SP 2017 in graph 1.3 was an
exception. Although barely perceptible graphically, these differences were
not insignificant (as confirmed by statistics tests).

Considering that only one core curriculum cohort has participated in the
First-Year Experience Survey so far, it is too early to determine whether the
implementation of the core curriculum has, or has not, had any impact on
students’ experiences/perceptions. Nevertheless, it appears as if first-year
students have had, perhaps, a more positive perception of NU and of their
undergraduate program since the core curriculum was implemented. More
data will be needed to clarify this issue.

We invite you to write to IR (ir@nu.edu.kz) and (1) share your thoughts and experiences relative
to the topic under discussion in this IR-MFF issue and/or (2) suggest a question/topic that you
would like us to address in a future issue of the IR-MFF.

The IR-MFF is published every last Friday of the month (August through November and January
through April). Depending on circumstances, it can be published before or after the last Friday of
the month. Analyses are /imited to 300 words or less (narrative text) and one or two
graphs/tables. If you need more detailed information (methodological or otherwise), please
contact Institutional Research and Analytics at ir@nu.edu.kz.
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